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and administered like Labuan with the Straits Settlements,
was once a great Bornean State and held sway over what
are now British North Borneo and Sarawak, and over
Labuan and other tributaries. But its power decayed, has-
tened by piracy and internal strife, and it lost control of all
its territories, save a mere 2,500 square miles, in 1888, when
it gkdly accepted British protection.
It was piracy and rebellion in Borneo which first brought
James Brooke upon the scene. A retired officer of the East
India Company, he had inherited a fortune and decided to
travel, fitting out a yacht for that purpose and voyaging
through the archipelago. In 1839 he offered his help to the
Sultan of Borneo in quelling a revolt in the Sarawak pro-
vince and was so successful that he was appointed Rajah
of Sarawak. He then set to work to introduce law and
order into that country and to clear the seas of the ferocious
pirates who - made peaceful commerce impossible. This
proved a formidable task in which he was allowed to receive
the help of officers commanding British warships stationed
in those waters, amongst whom was Captain, afterwards
Admiral, Sir Harry KeppeL The campaign was fierce and
protracted, but at last the pirates were destroyed in their
lairs and in 1844 the seas were dear.
Rajah Brooke- still had trouble with Chinese and some of
the more turbulent tribes of the interior before he could
settle down to peaceful rule. The province which he first
took over was but 7,000 square miles in extent, but by
successive concessions and purchases, Sarawak, whose com-
plete independence was recognized in 1864, is now some
50,000 square miles in area and contains a population of half
a million. The Brooke family were recognized as hereditary
Rajahs in 1904, a British Protectorate over the whole of
North Borneo having been ordered in 1888. Sir James
Brooke and his successors for over a century ruled the land